
  
 

 

 

 

  

1. School Language Profile 

Leamington, Ontario is located within one of the most culturally diverse regions in Canada 

(Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration). According to t2021 Census, 35% of 

Leamington residents have a first language other than English or French. English is the 

language most commonly spoken in our community, followed by German, Spanish, Arabic, 

Portuguese, Arabic, Tagalog and Italian (Statistics Canada, 2021). 

Our students are reflection of our culturally diverse community, and we regularly welcome 

newcomers from all parts of the world. In 2023, approximately 27% of our student 

population was born outside Canada. Like most Ontario English-language schools, the first 

language of over 31% of our students is a language other than English or French. 

Students at our school can communicate in over 28 different languages, with many 

students demonstrating fluency in three or more languages. Arabic, German and Spanish 

are the most common first languages spoken by our students born outside of Canada.   

The majority of staff members at Leamington District Secondary School were born in 

Canada, with English as their first language. More than 20% of our staff members also 

speak French, with a smaller percentage able to communicate in German, Italian, Spanish, 

Lebanese and Greek. 

2. Language Philosophy 

Language learning is integral to knowledge acquisition in all subjects. At Leamington 

District Secondary School, we believe that every teacher is a language teacher. In all 

subject areas, teachers are dedicated to fostering an environment that promotes engaging 

and authentic learning to develop students’ reading, writing, listening and oral 

communication skills. 

 

Consistent with the mission of the International Baccalaureate Programme, we foster a 

culture that promotes global connectedness and intercultural understanding. This is 

reflected in our programming and our ongoing acquisition of resources published in 

languages other than English. We support the teaching of Canada’s second language, 

French, at the Applied and Academic level as well as in the Diploma Programme. Our 

school and community also provide various programs to support the maintenance and 

continued development of our students’ first language.  

  

Language Policy  
Leamington District Secondary School  

 



3. Language of Instruction  

English is the primary language of instruction at Leamington District Secondary School. All 

of our International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme subjects other than French are 

offered in English. The rigour of the Diploma Programme necessitates that students 

demonstrate proficiency with respect to reading, writing and oral communication of the 

English language. Students from countries outside Canada who intend to enroll at 

Leamington District Secondary School must complete a Vital English test online in their 

home country before they arrive. If their level of communication in English is sufficient, they 

will be able to enroll in any of our programs, including the International Baccalaureate 

Diploma Programme. The IB Programme Coordinator works closely with Grade 8, 9 and 

ESL teachers to collaboratively facilitate a staggered entry into the Pre-IB and/or Diploma 

Programmes for our multi-language learners. 
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